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Snow in coastal mountains, runoff into 
ocean via SF Bay, 18 March 2002
2Monterey in the Global Climate System
Satellite image mosaic from 22 November 2002
Monterey, central coastal California, and the northeast Pacific 
region are significantly affected by global processes, especially 
via teleconnections associated with:
western Pacific tropical cyclones, Madden-Julian oscillations, 









Long term mean sea level pressure, Jul-Sep
Sea Level Pressure: Jul-Sep Long Term Mean
Many impacts of global scale processes occur via alterations of 
Aleutian Low and North Pacific High.












Long term mean sea level pressure, Jan-Mar
Many impacts of global scale processes occur via alterations of 
Aleutian Low and North Pacific High.
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Precipitation in Central Coastal California, 1948-2007
El Nino and La Nina events impact Monterey (e.g., a tendency 




Annual Mean Precipitation, inches
Topographic factors and 
large air-sea contrasts 
lead to large gradients in 
surface temperature, 
precipitation, winds, 
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Jan-Dec Mean Temperature, 1948-2007, for central coastal California climate division
Temperature in Central Coastal California, 1948-2007
Monterey region provides evidence for global climate change.
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• NWS Forecast Office for
SF-Monterey region
• NOAA Environmental Research
Division (fisheries and climate)
• Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary
• US Geological Survey (marine
geology / ecology research) 
• University of California Santa Cruz
• California State University
• Stanford University - Hopkins
Marine Station
• Monterey Bay Aquarium
• Monterey Bay Aquarium Research
Institute 
• Fleet Numerical Meteorology and
Oceanography Center 
• Naval Research Laboratory
• Naval Postgraduate School
